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SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2020 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost & Tenth Sunday of Matthew  

After-feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos & Recovery from Edessa of the Icon of 
Christ Not Made by Hands: ‘The Holy Napkin’ 

Tone 1               Eothinon 10 
Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM (live-streamed) 
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed by the Divine Liturgy (live-
streamed)  
Epistle:  Choir  
 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT 
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure 
body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which 
cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy 
Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who 
alone art the lover of mankind.  
 

APOLYTIKION OF THE ICON OF CHRIST IN TONE TWO 
Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One, asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our 
God; for by Thine own will Thou didst ascend the Cross in Thy body, to save Thy 
creatures from the bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, with thankfulness we cry aloud to 
thee: Thou hast verily filled all with joy, since Thou didst come, O our Savior, to save the 
world.  

APOLYTIKION OF THE DORMITION IN TONE ONE 
In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling-
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother 
of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death. 



APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR 
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and 
needy, a healing physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among 
Martyrs, the victory-clad George; intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul. 
 

KONTAKION OF THE DORMITION IN TONE TWO 
Verily, the Theotokos, who is ever watchful in intercessions, and whose prayers are never 
rejected, neither tomb nor death could control. But since she is the Mother of Life, He 
Who dwelt in her ever-virgin womb did translate her to life. 
 

THE EPISTLE 
(For the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost) 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:9-16) 

     Brethren, God has exhibited us Apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death; 
because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. We are fools for 
Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in 
honor, but we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill clad and 
buffeted and homeless; and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; 
when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become, and are 
now, as the refuse of the world, the off scouring of all things. I do not write this to make 
you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For though you have countless 
guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus 
through the Gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators of me. 
 

THE GOSPEL 
(For the Tenth Sunday of Matthew) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (17:14-23) 
     At that time, a man came up to Jesus and kneeling before Him said, “Lord, have 
mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly; for often he falls into the 
fire, and often into the water. And I brought him to Thy disciples, and they could not heal 
him.” And Jesus answered, August 16, 2020 Liturgy Variables 3 After-feast of Dormition 
“O faithless and perverse generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to 
bear with you? Bring him here to me.” And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of 
him, and the boy was cured instantly. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, 
“Why could we not cast it out?” Jesus said to them, “Because you have no faith. For truly, I 
say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move 



from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you. This kind 
never comes out except by prayer and fasting.” As they were traveling together through 
Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and 
they will kill Him, and He will rise on the third day.” 
. 

THE SYNAXARION 
On August 16 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we continue to celebrate the Dormition of 
the Theotokos, and we commemorate the Recovery from Edessa to Constantinople of the 
Icon of Christ Not Made by Hands, known as ‘The Holy Napkin.’  

Verses 
Thou didst wipe Thy face with linen while yet living, 
Who later, being dead, wouldst be wrapped in linen. 

Prince Avgar of Edessa sent a portrait-painter, Ananias, to Palestine with a letter to Christ 
our Savior, in which he begged the Lord to come and heal him of his leprosy. In the event 
that Lord was unable to come, the prince commanded Ananias to paint His likeness and 
bring it, believing that the portrait would heal him. The Lord replied that he could not 
come, as the time of His Passion was at hand. Our Savior took a napkin and wiped His 
face, leaving a perfect reproduction of His most pure face on it. The Lord gave this napkin 
to Ananias, with a message that the prince would be healed by it, but not entirely, and He 
would later send him an envoy that would rid him of the remainder of the disease. 
Receiving the napkin, Avgar kissed it and the leprosy fell from his body, with just a little 
remaining on his face. Later, the Apostle Thaddaeus came to Avgar, fully healed him and 
baptized him. Then the prince smashed the idols that stood at the city’s gateway and placed 
the napkin with the face of Christ above the entrance, stuck onto wood, surrounded with a 
gold frame and ornamented with pearls. The city eventually fell to Arab conquest, and the 
Holy Napkin was translated to Constantinople in 944.  
     On this day, we also commemorate the Martyrs Diomedes the physician of Tarsus in 
Cilicia and Alkiviades; Venerable Gerasimos the New Ascetic of Kephallenia; Timothy, 
bishop of Epiros; New-martyrs Nikodemos of Meteora and Apostolos (Stamatios) of St. 
Laurence; and the Newmartyrs of Megaris. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O God, 
have mercy on us. Amen. 
 

After the Gospel Reading, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service Book 
to follow along with the rest of the Divine Liturgy.  



HOLY BREAD IS OFFERED BY: 

Jehan Al-Hanna for the health and happiness of my beautiful God 
daughters: Ezme Ferris and Angela Al-Hanna. 
 
For the Dormition of the Theotokos on Saturday, August 15th: 
Vanessa Salloum for the good health of Fr. Fadi and family, Dn. 
Michael and family, and all of Jean-Marc’s families and friends. In 
loving memory of Jean-Marc. You are loved beyond words and  

                  missed beyond measurer.  
 
Phillip and Edwina Youngblood for the health of Annette Haddad, Jeanne Papas, Vanessa 
Salloum, David and Dalal Young and Charles Self. 
 
Anonymously for her health and the health of her family. 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER! SAVE THE DATE! 
+The Dormition Fast Paraklesis Service with the Little Supplicatory Canon 
The Paraklesis Services during the fast will be held at 6:00 P.M. on Wednesday, August 12; 
and Friday, August 14. The services will be live streamed. 
 
+Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos 
On August 15 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the venerable Dormition 
and Translation of our supremely glorious Lady the Theotokos and Ever-virgin Mary. The 
Archangel Gabriel appeared to Mary and revealed to her that within three days she will find 
repose. She returned to her home with great joy, desiring in her heart once more to see in 
this life, all of the Apostles of Christ. The Lord fulfilled her wish and all of the Apostles, 
borne by angels in the clouds, gathered at the same time at the home of John on Zion. 
After seeing them, the Theotokos peacefully gave up her soul to God without any pain or 
physical illness. The Apostles took the coffin with her body from which an aromatic 
fragrance emitted and, in the company of many Christians, bore it to the Garden of 
Gethsemane to the sepulcher of her parents, Saints Joachim and Anna. Only the Apostle 
Thomas was absent, according to God’s Providence, in order that a new and all-glorious 
mystery of the Holy Theotokos would again be revealed. On the third day, Thomas arrived 
and desired to venerate the body of the Holy All-pure one. But when the Apostles opened 
the sepulcher, they found only the winding sheet and the body was not in the tomb. That 
evening, the Theotokos appeared to the apostles surrounded by a myriad of angels and said 
to them: “Rejoice, I will be with you always.” 
St. George Church will celebrate this feast on Saturday, August 15 at 10:15 A.M. (NO 
Orthros) This service will be live streamed. 
 
 
 



ARCHDIOCESE DUES 
     Jeanne Papas        Thomas Graham 
 

DONATIONS 
Zena Esper to honor the birth of Atlas Esper 
Phillip & Edwina Youngblood for Holy Bread Offering and for Dome Lighting on Aug. 9, 
2020 
In loving memory of Rijdy Kayser Aboud - rest in peace and may his memory be eternal.  

Rajette Toomey  Tony Dayoub  Sami and Antoinette Esper 
 

DOME LIGHTING 
The dome will be lit on Sunday, August 16th by Yanni and Susanna Payides for their health 
and the health of their daughter Ugliene and family, and in memory of Miguel Payides. 
 

THANK YOU 
A warm thank you to PJ, Jackie and Ezme Skiyee Ferris for donating grapes for the 
Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Prof. Panayiotis Skaltsis with the Theological School of The University of Thessaloniki, 
states, the blessing of the grapes, representing the harvest of the world, is a liturgical act 
that emphasizes the doxological and eucharistic offering of the material and the fruits of 
the earth to the Creator and God of all things. More so, when this fruit of the vine gives us 
wine, which Christ blessed in Cana, to show the transfiguration of the world in Christ, He 
also gave it to us in the mystical Supper as the element that, with bread, at the time of the 
Divine Liturgy, are made incorrupt by grace, transformed into the Lord’s “Body and 
Blood”, the Divine Eucharist. Besides this, the blessing of the grapes stresses the need for 
our continuous spiritual fruit-bearing and the transfiguring journey of man, so that 
providing that those who excel in the height of their virtues shall be made worthy of divine 
glory”.   

THANK YOU 
A warm thank you to Raed and Sylvana Aldouri for decorating the icon of the Feast of the 
Dormition of the Theotokos.   

ICON PROJECT 
Icons are representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of Orthodox faith, 
teaching, and worship. Icons are not drawings but rather writings of things not of this 
world. Icons can represent our Lord Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints. They 
can also represent the Holy Trinity, Angels, the Heavenly hosts, and even events.  

The Orthodox Church uses icons to assist in worship. Icons are a 'window to heaven' and 
they help us to focus on the divine things. Icons teach us not to reject our physical life 
but instead to transform it, as was done by the holy people represented by the icons. It is 
important to note that the icons themselves are venerated only, not worshipped; we only 
worship God in the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). 



Fr. Fadi Rabbat is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls 
that are bare in the church. This project is to continue beautifying the Church for the 
glory of God. If you wish to make a monetary donation towards the Icon Project in 
memory of a loved one(s) and/or your family, please contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. 
Please address your check to St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church and write Icon 
Project Donation in the purpose line. Thank you.   

A warm thank you to all who have donated towards the Icon Project. May God grant you 
many years of good health.  
 

LADIES SOCIETY LUNCHEON 
I pray to God that you all are well, healthy, and safe during this pandemic time. I miss you 
all. As part of our commitment to the Church, we would like to do a fundraising luncheon 
to support the Church as The Ladies Society. I will need your help to support the luncheon 
by donating money to buy the supplies.  
 
The following is the menu items: 
Chicken breast with mushroom sauce, mixed rice, meat pie, salad, and Baklava.  
I am cooking the rice and chicken.  
 
The cost is $15 per plate, so please try to buy as many plates as you can and invite 
your family and friends or donate it to people in need. We will sell small Baklava 
trays for $30 by order only, 
 
Please call me to reserve your plates so I can have the right amount of food. 
The plates can be picked up from the Church on Sunday, August 30th at 1 PM. 
 
May the Lord grant you many years in good health. Thank you. 
 
Sylvana Aldouri  
915-355-4921 
Sylvanamary1@gmail.com 
 
Donations toward the Ladies Society Luncheon: 
Blanca Anaipakos donated $100 
Mary Esther Salom donated $200 
Dr. Maha Salloum donated $100 
Vanassa Salloum donated $100 
Edwina Youngblood donated $75 
Sylvana Aldouri donated all the supplies for mixed rice, butter and filo dough. 
Jameelie Dayoub donated the meat pies.  
Hend Odeh donated the salad. 
Jeanette Zacour donated the pecans. 



COVID-19 
The Church will not be opened to the parishioners during services. See your role as a part 
of the body of Christ and pray in your home. Unless Fr. Fadi or Dn. Michael, have 
contacted you directly, PLEASE do not attempt to come to services. Practice obedience, 
stay home and pray at home with us.  

Should you need confession and/or communion during the week, please contact Fr. Fadi 
Rabbat at (973) 780-0221. 

Please note the Parish Council is developing procedures for reopening the church. 
As soon as the procedures are finalized you will be informed by email or mail.  
 

HOW TO ACCESS LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES 
We will continue to live stream worship services while the church is not accessible to her 
parishioners during the on-going Covid-related crisis. It is quite easy to ‘come into’ the 
service, and you do not need to be a member of any social media platform in order to 
worship from home. 

Step 1- Access the Church’s website www.stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Step 2 – Once on the ‘home page’, scroll all the way to the bottom. Look for this logo: 

Step 3 – Click on the logo. IT IS NOT NECESSARY to be a member of ‘Facebook’ to use 
this connection. 

Step 4- Clicking on this logo opens a media page exclusive to St. George. It contains all 
sorts of video events from festivals to Divine Liturgy. To locate the live Sunday service 
being streamed, look for the still picture of the Solea and Iconostasis at the front of the 
church. This is found at the top right of the page. 

Step 5. As you move your cursor around on that still picture, various controls become 
visible: Those control volumes, move the video backwards and forward, and expand the 
picture to fill the whole screen. Sunday services still start with Orthros at 9:15 A.M., and 
Divine Liturgy follows at 10:30 A.M. Live stream will also apply to Liturgy services 
scheduled during the week.  

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
Dear parishioners, if you do not have a Service Book at home, please click the web site 
below and follow the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. For the feast hymns, Gospel 
and Epistle of the day, you will need to refer to the Liturgical Resources for August.  

http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html 
 



LITURGICAL RESOURCES FOR AUGUST 
The Antiochian Archdiocese wishes to bring to our attention some liturgical resources for 
August that are available at www.antiochian.org/liturgicday. 
 
For parishioners who are unable to attend church as the Coronavirus pandemic continues, 
and if they are unable to watch live streams of the divine services on the internet, they can 
refer to the readers services in front of their icons at home. Once they access the above 
web page, they scroll down to "Permanent Liturgical Resources," they will find instructions 
for readers vespers, readers orthros, and typika services. They can pair the instructions with 
the full services they find on the Select Date calendar on that same webpage. Click on the 
calendar box and then select the date. The services will appear on the right side of the page 
under Daily Liturgical Text.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School is on Summer break. Start date information will come later.   
 

ADULT CLASS 
Classes, under the guidance of Fr. Fadi Rabbat and Dr. Sandra Edwards, are scheduled on 
Saturdays from 3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.(MTD). However, due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
we continue to meet ‘virtually’. Please join the Adult Class. 
 
We are in the final chapters of the book ‘The Orthodox Church’ by Bishop Kallistos 
Ware.  We are in the very middle of Chapter 11, studying the Orthodox perspective of the 
relationship between the persons of the  TRINITY, and the relationship between God and 
man. 
 
If you would like to join us, please follow these steps: 

In your computer’s address bar, type: www.gotomeeting.com and press ‘enter’; at 
some point, you may be asked to download the gotomeeting app. It is a fairly quick and 
easy process. 
 
When you have ‘landed’ on the home page, in the far upper right hand corner of the 
screen, find and press ‘join’; you will arrive at a screen asking for meeting ID.  Enter the 
following:    282 603 717 
 
Once in the meeting room, you will see various icons indicating controls for microphone 
and for video. 
 
Hope you will join us and learn about Orthodoxy. If you have any questions, please contact 
Dr. Sandra Edwards at (915) 203-0099.  

 



CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION 
Dear parishioners, just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file 
with the church’s Breeze System, we will email the Church Bulletin to the email 
address provided. We will not mail you the Church Bulletin to save on postage and 
copying cost. Thank you for your cooperation. I will continue to mail the Church 
Bulletin to those I have on record. -Rev. Dn. Michael  
 

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Deadline any bulletin announcement should be emailed to Rev. Deacon Michael 
at monkeyelp56@hotmail.com by Sunday to have it placed in the following week's 
bulletin. 

HOLY BREAD OFFERING 
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread, please indicate your offering on the sign-up 
board located in the Narthex of the church or email Rev. Deacon Michael at 
monkeyelp56@hotmail.com by Sunday to have it placed in the following week’s 
bulletin. Deacon Michael will contact you to make the necessary arrangements for 
the Holy Bread. Also let him know if the Holy Bread is being offered for a Memorial 
Service of a departed love one.  

DOME LIGHTING 
 Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the 
dome of the church to see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome 
windows at night. Your request to schedule a 'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to 
Rev. Deacon Michael at  monkeyelp56@hotmail.com by Sunday in order to have it 
placed in the following week's bulletin.  Also indicate when the dome is to be lit. 
There is a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.   
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at: 

Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221  
Email: archimandritefadi@antiochian.org 

Or 
Deacon Michael Sifuentes at: 

Cell Phone: (915)309-1511  Email: monkeyelp56@hotmail.com 
Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to 
schedule the visits or in case of any emergency at any time). 
Confessions: By appointment.  


